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SECTION 1  |  Welcome & Introduction
SPEAKER:
Hello, comrades. This training is designed for everyone involved in the Patriot's Pen and Voice of Democracy programs here in Illinois — whether you are a post chairperson, a district chair, a judge, or a student. No matter your role or your comfort level with technology, this video is for you.

Before we get started, there is one important change you need to know about for the 2026–2027 contest cycle. Posts can no longer receive credit for Patriot’s Pen or Voice of Democracy participation simply by making a cash donation to the Department of Illinois. To receive credit for a contest, your post must advance at least one student entry to District Judging.

In this video, we will walk you through the Scholars App platform — what it is, why we are using it, what your options are this year, and what every post must do regardless of which method they choose.

Let's get started.
SECTION 2  |  What Is Scholars App?

SPEAKER:
As most of you know, the National VFW has partnered with a company called Scholars App to digitize the contest application and reporting process for both Patriot's Pen and the Voice of Democracy contests.

We are currently in period of transition to this new method. During the 2025–2026 cycle, both our members and Scholars App worked through some early challenges. Most of the technical issues have been resolved, but we are fully aware that some members are still hesitant about using new technology.

That is completely okay. This year, we are offering flexibility. The traditional paper method is still allowed — but Scholars App will play a role for everyone, even if it is a small one. More on that in a moment.

Let me assure you that the youth scholarship team is committed to making sure no post chairperson, district chair, or student is left behind. Short training modules — just like this one — will be available for every step of the process, and support will be available throughout the cycle.
SECTION 3  |  Why Use Scholars App? Pros & Cons

SPEAKER:
Let's talk honestly about the advantages and challenges of using Scholars App.

Starting with the advantages:

First, Scholars App creates ready-made flyers to advertise your contests. Each flyer includes a QR code and a unique link specific to your post, making it easy for students to apply digitally — without needing school participation. You can download, print, and share these flyers with local media and community locations in just a few clicks.

Second, the platform allows you to assign judges directly through Scholars App. Student entries are presented to judges digitally, scoring is done remotely at the judge's convenience, and results are automatically tallied and available to your post chair. No more sorting paper submissions and hosting a judging event.

Third, advancing your post winner to District is a simple one-step process within the Scholars App platform. And record keeping — always a challenge — is significantly improved.

Now, the challenges:

Scholars App does require someone at the post level who has access to a computer and a basic ability to use it. It also requires a willingness to watch the short training videos and follow the steps. We have worked hard to make those videos as simple and clear as possible.

That's it. Those are the two main challenges. And both are very manageable.
SECTION 4  |  Your Three Options This Year

SPEAKER:
This year, posts have three options for conducting the Patriot's Pen and Voice of Democracy contests. Let's go through each one.

Option 1 — Scholars App Method
Students submit applications and essays — and for Voice of Democracy, their audio essay — directly through Scholars App using your post's unique QR code or link. Judges are assigned and score entries through the platform. Your post winner can then be promoted to District entirely through Scholars App.

Option 2 — Traditional Paper Method
Post chairs collect paper applications and essays — and MP3 audio essays for Voice of Democracy — as in previous years. Judging is conducted by your post however you choose. You can use the traditional paper trifold application or preferably the Fillable entry forms that are available on the National and Department websites. Using the fillable forms solves legibility problems, but must be downloaded, signed by the student and a parent or guardian, and submitted to the post.

Important note: Even if your post uses paper entries exclusively, all post winners must still be promoted to District through Scholars App. This means your post chair will need to upload the paper application, essay, and MP3 audio file into the platform. Training for this step will be provided, and it is a straightforward process.

Option 3 — A Combination of Both Traditional and Scholars App
Many posts will likely find themselves using both methods this year — and that is perfectly fine. Students may submit entries through Scholars App while others submit paper applications. Paper entries can be uploaded into Scholars App and combined with digital entries for judging. Or, you can download and print Scholars App digital entries and add them to the paper applications if you prefer traditional judging.

Regardless of which method your post uses — all post winners must be promoted to district through Scholars App. This ensures accurate and efficient record keeping across the Department.
SECTION 5  |  What Each Post Must Do 

SPEAKER:
Now let's walk through the steps that every participating post must complete, regardless of which method they choose.

Step 1 — Appoint a Post Chairperson
The post commander must appoint a chairperson(s) to oversee the contests and provide that person's first name, last name, and email address to their district commander/chair.

Step 2 — Get Set Up in Scholars App
The district chair will create an account for your post chairperson in the Scholars App system. Scholars App will then send an email invitation to that person(s) to login. Every post chair who plans to participate in Patriot's Pen or Voice of Democracy must log in to Scholars App — even if they plan to use the traditional paper method. Logging in is simple and training will walk you through it if necessary.

Step 3 — Download Your Contest Flyers
Once logged in, every post chairperson is strongly encouraged to download the contest flyers that Scholars App has created for your post. Whether or not you plan to use them, this is a good practice. The flyers include a QR code and link specific to your post. The process takes just a moment.



Step 4 — School Participation
Post chairs are still strongly encouraged to reach out to the local school board, principles, and       teachers to encourage school participation in conducting the contests as before. A Teacher Resource document has been created to address challenges that were encountered by some teachers who tried to use Scholars App last cycle. The post chair is encouraged to discuss the options available with the teacher. Training will be available. 

Step 5 — Conduct Your Contest
Use whichever method works best for your post — Scholars App, paper, or a combination. Collect entries, arrange judging, and select your post winners.

Step 6 — Promote Your Winner to District
All post winners must be promoted to District through Scholars App. District Chairs must also submit their winner to department through Scholars App. The process is the same for post and district. Training is available for this step whether your entries came through the platform, paper, or both. 

SECTION 6  |  Training & Support Available to You

SPEAKER:
You will not be doing any of this alone. A full library of short training videos will be available at the Department website, and each module will be emailed to post chairpersons at the appropriate time in the contest cycle.

Here is a preview of the training modules available:

For All Posts:
• Logging in to Scholars App for the first time
• Downloading your post's contest flyers
• An overview of the four parts of the Scholars App platform: Dashboard, Scholarships, Suborganizations, and Help Center
        Communicating with schools and teachers who wish to include the PP/VOD contests

For Posts Using Scholars App:
• Viewing student entries submitted through the platform
• Adding judges and viewing their scoring
• Promoting post winners directly to District


For Posts Using Paper Entries:
• Uploading paper applications, essays, and MP3 audio files to Scholars App
• Promoting paper winners to District through the platform

For Posts Using Both Methods:
• Combining paper and digital entries for judging through Scholars App
• Downloading and printing Scholars App digital entries for traditional judging 

For Posts Who Have Schools Participating:
· Presenting the choices available to teachers to conduct the contests.
· Materials to assist participating teachers.

In addition to the videos, Scholars App Coordinators will be available to assist you if you run into any difficulties. Do not hesitate to reach out.
SECTION 7  |  Closing & Call to Action

SPEAKER:
To summarize: this year, posts have real flexibility in how they conduct the Patriot's Pen and Voice of Democracy contests. You can use Scholars App, traditional paper methods, or a combination of both. The one requirement that applies to every post is this — all post winners must be promoted to District through Scholars App.

Training videos and coordinator support are available every step of the way. You are not expected to figure this out on your own.

So, get your post chairperson appointed, logged in, and take advantage of the tools we have put in place, and let’s recruit as many students as possible, to make this cycle the most successful one ever. 

As our 2026-2027 Department Commander Rob Bailey reminds us: All In, All the Time.

Thank you, comrades, for everything you do for our students, these programs, and our great organization. We look forward to a great 2026–2027 contest cycle.
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