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Table to farm
Insurance man
finds greener
pastures —
Suburban Business

Trade candidates
Who’s likely
to be dealt
at deadline

— Gregor and McGraw, in Sports
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U.S. Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi of Schaumburg easily outpaced his Democratic colleagues, from top left,
Sean Casten, Bill Foster, Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, Mike Quigley, Delia Ramirez, Jan Schakowsky, Brad
Schneider and Lauren Underwood in second-quarter fundraising

Raja’s
haul far
eclipses
others’

CONGRESSIONAL FUNDRAISING REPORTS

BY RUSSELL LISSAU
rlissau@dailyherald.com

For the second time this year,
U.S. Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi’s
quarterly fundraising outpaced the
rest of the suburban delegation’s,
new federal records show.
The Schaumburg Democrat’s

campaign committee raked in
about $1.4 million from April 1 to
June 30, nearly $1 million more
than anyone else in the region.
That sum helped bring Krishna-

moorthi’s campaign war chest to
nearly $13.5 million, far more than
any of his local peers have saved for
the 2024 election.
Krishnamoorthi topped the sub-

urban field in fundraising and cash-
on-hand in the year’s first-quarter,
too.
Reports covering congressional

campaign transactions in the sec-
ondquarterwere due to the Federal
Election Commission by July 15.

They’re viewable at fec.gov.

Krishnamoorthi

In Illinois’ 8th District, the

Friends of Raja for Congress com-
mittee started April with nearly
$12.4 million in the bank. It

Krishnamoorthi’s campaign fund swells

Raja Krishnamoorthi (8th District):
$1.4 million/$13.5 million
Lauren Underwood (14th):
$496,186/$1 million
Brad Schneider (10th):
$481,529/$702,842
Sean Casten (6th):
$390,239/$460,460
Bill Foster (11th): $298,242/$1.1
million

Jan Schakowsky (9th):
$260,827/$824,190
Delia Ramirez (3rd):
$196,279/$250,669
Mike Quigley (5th): $142,451/$1.2
million
Jesus “Chuy” Garcia (4th):
$114,025/$71,705

Source: fec.gov

Cash raised/cash saved
Here’s how much the congressional representatives serving the North, West
and Northwest suburbs reported collecting from donors in the year’s second
quarter, and how much cash they had in the bank when the quarter ended
June 30.

JAKE GRIFFIN
SUBURBAN

TAX WATCHDOG

A new Illinois Department of
Revenue report shows the number
of disabled military veterans and
surviving spouses receiving a full
reprieve from paying property taxes
nearly tripled from2015 to 2021.
Almost 35,000 homeowners qual-

ified for the exemption in 2021, up
from 12,637 qualifying residents in
2015, when the tax break was first
introduced.
Slightly less than half of those

exemptions in 2021 were residents
of Chicago and the surrounding
suburbs, according to property tax
records.

The informational report was
commissioned by the legislature
in 2022 to “study the impact of the
homestead exemption for veter-
ans with disabilities on the property
tax base” in six counties, including
DuPage, Lake and Will counties in
the suburbs.
The report does notmake any rec-

ommendations or draw any conclu-
sions about the data provided to the
revenue department.
It does show a disparity between

the effect of the exemption on

Disabled veteran tax breaks nearly triple
Full property tax exemptions were introduced in 2015

BY JENNY WHIDDEN
jwhidden@dailyherald.com

On a warming planet, allergy sea-
son is gettingworse, experts say.
Spring allergies are starting ear-

lier; fall allergies last longer. With cli-
mate change causing allergen cul-
prits including trees, turf grass and
weeds to release pollen longer than
in the past, experts say more research
is needed to better predict pollen
counts and prepare vulnerable popu-
lations—which include 25% of adults
nationwide who have a seasonal
allergy, according to the Centers for
DiseaseControl andPrevention.
“Climate change is causing some

plants to bloom and release pollen
earlier leading to a longer duration
of ‘pollen season’: Some flowers will
be early and could bloom for longer,
and somewill flowermore in linewith
historic times leading to a longer sea-
son overall,” Taran Lichtenberger, the
Budburst Community Engagement
Manager with the Chicago Botanic
Garden, said in an email. “Observa-
tions of plant flowering times across
the season show this trend.”
Allergies are caused by plants that

are wind pollinated such as trees,
grass and shrub species, as opposed
to plants pollinated by insects or other
animals, Lichtenberger said.

Kentucky bluegrass, one of the
most common grass species in lawns,
is also one of the most common pol-
len allergens.While grass pollinates in
May and June, street trees — includ-
ing ash,maple and oak— tend to kick
off allergy season inMarch andApril.
As for late summer and fall, weed

pollination leads to “back-to-school
allergies.” Ragweed, mugwort and
sagebrush release pollen beginning in
mid-August through September. Rag-
weed is particularly widespread in Illi-
nois, and the plant often continues to
produce pollen until the first frost.
Allergy symptoms will last for as

long as the allergen is in the air, and
should go away a few hours after

How climate change
makes allergies worse

BY SCOTT DANCE
The Washington Post

As the Northern
Hemisphere approaches
summer’s peak, heat is
testing the limits of human survival in
Earth’s hottest spots — and demon-
strating the extremes that are increas-
ingly possible and probable against
the backdrop of accelerating global
warming.
In recent days, China set an all-time

high of nearly 126 degrees Fahrenheit,
while Death Valley hit 128 degrees,
two shy of the highest reliably mea-
sured temperature on Earth. Phoenix
observed a record-breaking stretch of
days above 110 degrees. And in the
Middle East, the heat index reached
152 degrees, nearing — or surpass-
ing — levels thought to be the most

intense the human body
canwithstand.
Such conditions are

more than enough to
overwhelm the body’s
ability to regulate its

internal temperature, experts said,
and offer a glimpse of dangers only
expected to become more prevalent
as global warming increases extremes
in heat andhumidity.
“We know these extreme tempera-

tures are killing people right now,”
said Cascade Tuholske, an assistant
professor atMontana StateUniversity.
Without the help of air condition-

ing, fans or shade, the body only has
its own cooling system to withstand
heat. Some body heat can escape
through convection and radiation,

In Earth’s hottest spots, heat tests
the limits of human survival
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Experts say climate change is length-
ening the annual ragweed allergy
season.
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In the spirit of a fine wine reserve, our limited edition 13-month CD at 5.36% APY won’t be available
forever. Visit rbankchicago.com/13-month-cd or the branch nearest you to open yours today.

rbankchicago.com | 800.526.9127

1

5.36% APY FOR 13 MONTHS

Minimum balance to open CD is $1,000; maximum balance is $245,000; and must be made with money not currently on deposit with Republic Bank of Chicago (i.e., new money only). Penalty may be imposed for
early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Stated Annual Percentage Yield (APY) assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for the term of the certificate with monthly compounding and crediting of
interest. APY is accurate as of 07/18/2023. APY may change and offer may be withdrawn at any time without notice. At maturity, CD will automatically renew in a similar term at the then prevailing rate.
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heavily populated suburban counties
versus three less-populated downstate
counties with large disabled veteran
populations.
When property owners are exempt

from paying taxes, the money isn’t
reduced from theunderlying taxingdis-
tricts. Instead, the tax burden is shifted
tootherproperty owners in a taxingdis-
trict. In the suburbs, that shift is less-
ened because it is spread across far
more property owners than in down-
state counties.
For instance, disabled veteran

exemptions in DuPage County account
for less than 1% of property values
there, but indownstate St. ClairCounty,
which is home to Scott Air Force Base,
propertieswith the exemptionmake up
more than 6% of the overall property
values.
State Rep. Stephanie Kifowit, an

Oswego Democrat, said she has
requested a committee hearing to
examine the report’s findings.
“We need to do right by our veterans

and do right by the counties who are
supporting our veterans,” she said. “We
need towork tomake sure our disabled
veteransare takencareof and thecoun-
ties where a large portion of our dis-
abled veterans reside are taken care of
as well, so that we have good policy on
both sides.”
Steve Fixler, superintendent of the

DuPage Veterans Assistance Commis-
sion, said there’s been “grumbling”
in recent years from downstate indi-
viduals about the effect the exemp-
tion is having on neighboring property
owners.
“I don’t know that we’re overly con-

cerned, but it’s something we’ve got to
look at and keep an eye on,” he said.
“I don’t know if there’s enough force
in the general assembly to make a
change.”
Fixler’s counterpart in Lake County,

Andrew Tangen, believes there’s lit-
tle chance the value of the exemp-
tion will be reduced in any way by the
legislature.
“Since the exemption was put in, the

homeless veteran population in Illinois
has decreased by almost 60%,” Tan-
gen said. “And the general assembly
just passed new laws that expanded the
benefit.”
The changes approved by legislators

this year allow any disabledWorld War
II veteran to receive a full property tax
exemption, regardless of their level of
disability.
Those who receive the full exemp-

tion would also no longer be required

to reapply annually, among other
changes.
Thebill is awaitingGov. J.B. Pritzker’s

signature.
To qualify for the full exemption, a

veteran must be deemed 70% or more
disabled from their military service
by the U.S. Department of Veteran’s
Affairs.
Veterans with a disability rating

between 50% and 70% qualify for a
$5,000 property tax exemption, while
those with a disability rating between
30% and 50% qualify for a $2,500 tax
exemption.
In 2021, there were 6,291 disabled

veteran homeowners statewide receiv-
ing a $5,000 exemption and 5,225
receiving a $2,500 exemption, accord-
ing to the IDORreport.
But Tangen is quick to note that even

when added with those 34,933 receiv-
ing a full exemption that year, it’s still
less than half 1% of the state’s total
population.
“There’s 45,000 vets in Lake County

andonly 2,436 receiving the full exemp-
tion,” he said. “Most veterans I know
would rather not have these health
issues thanaproperty tax exemption.”
In Cook County, 7,998 disabled vet-

erans and surviving spouses received a
full property tax exemption in 2021. In
DuPage County, 1,394 received the full
exemption for their properties that year.
There were 1,295 disabled veterans
and surviving spouses in Kane County
receivinga full exemption in2021.
McHenry County assessment offi-

cials granted 1,163 full exemptions to
qualifying homeowners in 2021, while
Will County reported 2,374 properties
with the full exemption.
Only homes with a market value less

than $750,000 qualify for the exemption
aswell, according to state law.
The number of disabled veterans

who qualify for these exemptions is
likely to continue to grow as well. Out-
reach and communication by veteran
assistance agencies will generate many
new exemptions, but federal changes
to what qualifies as a “service-con-
nected disability” through the recently
approved PACT Act are also boosting
numbers, veterans assistance officials
said.
The PACT Act expanded disability

eligibility to veterans of Vietnam, Gulf
War and post-9/11 conflicts who were
exposed to toxins like Agent Orange
andburnpits.
“These are individuals who gave to

their country through theirmilitary ser-
vice, but gave up a significant portion
of their health and well-being,” Kifowit
said. “We need to continue to work to
make sure our disabled veterans are
takencareof.”

Watchdog:
Continued fromPage 1

though that is only effective if the
air temperature is lower than body
temperature.
Otherwise, sweating is the only

way to cool down, transferring heat
from the body to the air as it turns
froma liquid toavapor.But that, too,
has its limits.
“Sweating is only effective in cool-

ing our bodies if it evaporates,” said
Larry Kenney, a professor at Penn-
sylvania State University who stud-
ies physiological responses to heat.
Sweat that pools on the skin or drips
off “represents dehydration, without
any cooling effect,” he said.
Research has shown the human

body loses its ability to cool itself via
sweating at 95 degrees on a scale
known as the wet bulb global tem-
perature, which factors in a com-
bination of temperature, humidity,
wind speed, sun angle and cloud
cover.

A study Kenney published last
year estimates that bar to be even
lower, closer to 88 degrees even for
young and healthy people, based on
observations of volunteer test sub-
jects in a weather-controlled cham-
ber. At that point, exposure to such
heat and humidity can strain the
heart and cause body temperatures
to rise unabatedly, Kenney said.
That’s why extreme heat is most
dangerous for older people and
thosewithheart conditions.
Last Sunday at the Persian Gulf

InternationalAirport in Iran, air tem-
peratures exceeded 100degrees, and
the air was nearly saturated with
humidity. That translated to a wet
bulb temperature of 92.7 degrees,
according to data and a wet bulb
conversion calculator from the
NationalWeather Service.
The heat and humidity were so

intense, they translated to a heat
index value that was literally off the
charts.The heat index is designed to
max out at about 136 degrees, but on
Sunday it surpassed 150 degrees on

thePersianGulf.
Well beyond the Middle East, wet

bulb temperatures were approach-
ingdangerous levels.
Across the southwestern and

southeasternUnited States, wet bulb
temperatures hovered in the upper
80s to around 90 degrees on Mon-
day, according to Weather Service
data.
Research published in 2020 found

that dangerously high wet bulb tem-
peratures are occurring farmore fre-
quently — more than twice as often
since1979.
This year, the extreme conditions

are occurring alongside a large surge
in global heat. It is the product of a
resurgent planet-warming El Niño
climatepatternon topof greenhouse
gas-drivenwarming.
The planet experienced record

warmth in June, and the trend also
extends toEarth’s oceans.
“The summer of 2023 is proving to

be one of the hottest, if not the hot-
test and most dangerous,” Tuholske
said.

Heat:
Continued fromPage 1

exposure.
With seasonal allergies on track to intensify, Dr. Chris-

tina Ciaccio of UChicagoMedicine said thosewho suffer
from pollen allergies should continue following routine
treatment, starting with antihistamines and graduating
tonose sprays if symptomspersist.
If over-the-counter sprays don’t provide relief, Ciaccio

said a visit to an allergist for allergy shots — which work
much like vaccines—mightbe inorder.
Everyday habits that can help protect from prolonged

pollen exposure include taking a shower and changing
into fresh clothes when arriving home from a day out-
side as well as washing bed sheets with hot water, which
helps tobreakdownpollenprotein.
The close relationship between climate change and

pollen count has been well-documented over the last
several years, but “this is only the beginning,” said Kai
Zhu, an associate professor of environment and sustain-
ability at theUniversity ofMichigan.
Research is still relatively recent, and more work is

needed to develop what Zhu called the “understudied”
issue. For instance, there are less than 100 pollen count-
ing stations across the entireUnitedStates.
“You can imagine the vast space between them,” Zhu

said. “If we are talking about getting a short-term fore-
cast for pollen, we really need to have a much denser
network.”
One of those pollen counting stations sits atop a Uni-

versity of Chicago building in Hyde Park, through which
Ciaccio can access data via recently developed AI-pow-
ered technology. Whereas counts previously had to be
taken in-person each day, the new method allows for
remote access.
“As that is happening, I suspect we’ll be able to put

pollen counters inmore locations becausewedon’t nec-
essarily have to be at the pollen counter physically every

day. We can read it just from our computer,” she said.
“And as that happens, I think the predictions in general
will start gettingmuch,muchbetter.”
With more data, Zhu envisions a future where there

are robust, reliable and local pollen prediction counts
that can be accessed day-to-day by people who struggle
with seasonal allergies,much like checking theweather.
“We need to enhance the understanding and predic-

tion of both pollen and fungal spores for allergies — in
the short term and also in the long term,” Zhu added.
“Climate change is a long-term phenomena. ... We need
to have a better understanding of the long term, because
this is an area where climate change has a huge impact
onhumanhealth.”

• JennyWhidden is a climate changeand environment
writerworkingwith theDailyHerald throughapartner-
shipwithReport ForAmerica supportedbyTheNature
Conservancy. Tohelp support herworkwitha tax-de-
ductible donation, see dailyherald.com/rfa.
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Common street trees such as ash, maple and oak tend
to kick off allergy season in March and April.
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