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Legislative Advocacy

□	 National
	 • National Action Alerts

	 • Meeting with National Representative

	 • Attend VFW Legislative Conference

□	 State 
	 • State Action Alerts

	 • File witness slips on bills

	 • Meeting with State Representative

□	 Local
	 • Meeting with local elected officials

	 • Participating in County Veterans Assistance Commission
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Legislative Advocacy Program
The VFW with our coalition partners were very successful in the first 
session of the 103rd Illinois General assembly.

Working with Senator Julie Morrison, Chair of the Illinois Senate Vet-
erans Affairs, committee and representative Lance Yednock, Chair, 
House Veterans Affairs Committee we successfully passed house bill, 
1635, which transferred 4.7 acres from the Lake County Forest Pre-
serve District to the Fort Sheridan National Cemetery. This legislation 
expanded its cemetery use for another 50 years.

Also, passed was House Bill 925 the veterans state charter bill which 
gave oversight authority to the Illinois Attorney Generals office. This Bill 
ensured that the County Veterans Assistance Commission has proper-
ly vetted organizations as members of the commission.

Other bills passed, including priority, housing for homeless veterans, 
and free state certification for dependents of active duty personnel.

Of great concern to the legislative committee is the report from the 
Illinois department of Revenue due on June 30 on the impact of the 
disabled veterans homes for exemption on county budgets. We will be 
watching this report closely as we have already had complaints from 
counties on the standard homestead exemption as they are exempting 
those with less than honorable discharge.

The committee will constantly update the District legislative chair on 
events in Springfield and Washington. What we need from the district 
is that they communicate with the post on these issues and conduct 
training sessions to ensure that each post knows how to submit a wit-
ness slip in support of our legislative agenda. we also request that 
the post commanders introduce themselves to their state senator and 
state representative.  You are the subject matter expert to assist them 
in veterans Legislation. 

Dutch DeGroot
Chairman

217 S. I Oka Ave. 
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
Phone: (847) 814-2585

Email: 
dutch23mp@comcast.net

Post 1337-4
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Action Corps

 The VFW Action Corps is our national grassroots 
advocacy network comprised of more than 300,000 
VFW members and patriotic supporters of veterans. 
This group stays up-to-date on the issues facing our 
veterans, our military and their families, standing 
ready to email, write, call and visit our nation’s law- 
makers to make their voices heard. The VFW Action 
Corps is free and open to all patriotic Americans who 
care about the military and veterans’ communities.

Join the VFW Action Corps today and add your voice 
to the thousands of veterans’ advocates mak- ing a 
difference every day, and if you’re already a member 
of the VFW Action Corps, encourage your friends and 
neighbors to join the effort!

Participants receive:
• The VFW Action Corps Weekly, an easy-to-read 
electronic newsletter that highlights the VFW’s advo-
cacy efforts on Capitol Hill.

• Immediate access to a nationwide database of con- 
tact information for all elected officials, a congressio-
nal directory.

• Regular VFW “Action Alerts” on how to get involved 
when our nation’s veterans, service members and 
their families need their voices heard on Capitol Hill. 

The VFW Action Corps is what gives the VFW its 
strength in advocating for our nation’s heroes. Work-
ing hand-in-hand with the VFW’s National Legislative 
Service -- whose office is in eye-shot of the Capitol 
dome in Washington -- members of the VFW Action 
Corps are armed with all of the tools and in- formation 
they need to help the VFW in its mission to support 
our nation’s veterans.

-104-



2023-2024 Illinois VFW Commander’s Leadership Manual

If you wish to support our legislative efforts on an ongoing basis, you may wish to create an account on 
my.ilga.gov.  Once you create an account, Witness Slips may be completed much more quickly.
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Once you click on the link in the email your account will be activated, and you will receive a notice that your 
account has been verified and you will be asked to LogOn.

Once you’ve completed your profile, you will need to locate the bills that you wish to complete Witness Slips 
for.  The simplest way to do this is to use the link provided by the VFW Illinois Action Corps.  Using this link 
will take you to the bills that the VFW is asking you to support.

-106-



2023-2024 Illinois VFW Commander’s Leadership Manual

If you do not have access to the website or an email that directs you to the bills, the following will help you 
find any bills that are pending with the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee.

The fifth step will take you to the lists of bills that require your attention.  From this page, you can view create 
a new Witness Slip or view who has already completed a Witness Slip.  Click on the Create Witness Slip 
Icon. 

-107-



2023-2024 Illinois VFW Commander’s Leadership Manual

If you have registered on the my.ilga.gov website, Section I, Identification will be completed for you.  Com-
plete the remaining steps per the diagram below.
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You will then receive a notice that you will be sent an email confirmation the a Witness Slip was created.  
And you will be asked if you would like to Create another Winess Slip or select that I am Finished.  Selecting 
Create Another Witness Slip will return you to the list of bills where you would like to creat Witness Slips.
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The website does not remove the bill that you have already created a Witness Slip for.  If you select View 
Witness Slips, you will find that your Witness Slip is on the last page.  Although you may filter Witness Slip 
the default filing is my date and time created.

Continue with the process above until you have completed Witness Slips for all of the bills.  If you have 
registered on the site, each bill should only take a minute or so to complete
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