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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

o National
* National Action Alerts
* Meeting with National Representative
» Attend VFW Legislative Conference
o State
 State Action Alerts
* File witness slips on bills
* Meeting with State Representative
o Local
» Meeting with local elected officials

 Participating in County Veterans Assistance Commission
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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY PROGRAM

The VFW with our coalition partners were very successful in the first
session of the 103rd lllinois General assembly.

Working with Senator Julie Morrison, Chair of the lllinois Senate Vet-
erans Affairs, committee and representative Lance Yednock, Chair,
House Veterans Affairs Committee we successfully passed house bill,
1635, which transferred 4.7 acres from the Lake County Forest Pre-
serve District to the Fort Sheridan National Cemetery. This legislation
expanded its cemetery use for another 50 years.

Also, passed was House Bill 925 the veterans state charter bill which
gave oversight authority to the lllinois Attorney Generals office. This Bill
ensured that the County Veterans Assistance Commission has proper-
ly vetted organizations as members of the commission.

Other bills passed, including priority, housing for homeless veterans,
and free state certification for dependents of active duty personnel.

Of great concern to the legislative committee is the report from the
lllinois department of Revenue due on June 30 on the impact of the
disabled veterans homes for exemption on county budgets. We will be
watching this report closely as we have already had complaints from
counties on the standard homestead exemption as they are exempting
those with less than honorable discharge.

The committee will constantly update the District legislative chair on
events in Springfield and Washington. What we need from the district
is that they communicate with the post on these issues and conduct
training sessions to ensure that each post knows how to submit a wit-
ness slip in support of our legislative agenda. we also request that
the post commanders introduce themselves to their state senator and
state representative. You are the subject matter expert to assist them
in veterans Legislation.
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Dutch DeGroot

Chairman

217 S. | Oka Ave.
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
Phone: (847) 814-2585

Email:
dutch23mp@comcast.net

Post 1337-4
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The VFW Action Corps is our national grassroots
advocacy network comprised of more than 300,000
VFW members and patriotic supporters of veterans.
This group stays up-to-date on the issues facing our
veterans, our military and their families, standing
ready to email, write, call and visit our nation’s law-
makers to make their voices heard. The VFW Action
Corps is free and open to all patriotic Americans who
care about the military and veterans’ communities.

Join the VFW Action Corps today and add your voice
to the thousands of veterans’ advocates mak- ing a
difference every day, and if you’re already a member
of the VFW Action Corps, encourage your friends and
neighbors to join the effort!

Participants receive:

* The VFW Action Corps Weekly, an easy-to-read
electronic newsletter that highlights the VFW’s advo-
cacy efforts on Capitol Hill.

* Immediate access to a nationwide database of con-
tact information for all elected officials, a congressio-
nal directory.

* Regular VFW “Action Alerts” on how to get involved
when our nation’s veterans, service members and
their families need their voices heard on Capitol Hill.

The VFW Action Corps is what gives the VFW its
strength in advocating for our nation’s heroes. Work-
ing hand-in-hand with the VFW’s National Legislative
Service -- whose office is in eye-shot of the Capitol
dome in Washington -- members of the VFW Action
Corps are armed with all of the tools and in- formation
they need to help the VFW in its mission to support
our nation’s veterans.
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Support Today’s Veterans and Military

Please contact or visit your congressional
representatives and stress that these are the issues
we will be fighting for in the 117th Congress.
These priority goals reflect the resolutions passed
and supported by the men and women of the VFW
and its Auxiliary. To find your congressional

representatives, visit www.vfw.org/ActionCoryps.

Play a Role in the Process

Be engaged and help us ensure that these priority
goals are enacted. Sign up today for the VFW
Action Corps Weekly and VFW Action Alerts:

» Visit vfw.org/JoinActionCorps
» Text “VFW” to 50457
* Scan the QR Code

NO ONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS.
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If you wish to support our legislative efforts on an ongoing basis, you may wish to create an account on
my.ilga.gov. Once you create an account, Witness Slips may be completed much more quickly.

& [LogOn]

lllinois 103rd General Assembly

| Log On

&
Don hawo an Rocount ™ Fegister hare,

Account Information
Email Address

Paasword

Remember me?

@ Forgot Password o Leg On

lllinois 103rd General Assembly
Register

General Assembly:

0drd GA (2023-20250 B

(=] Create a New Account

AR Homa Your MylLGA Account is more than just creating Witness Slips.
i
) B} MyILGA Profile
! Senale =% = Save &l of your identiication information making fling Witnass Sips quicker.
= Croste a Witness Sip in just a few choks.
5 LGAGOV Trasck Your Witness Slips
(1) ~ muwmrwmmwmwwmwm
. ‘Wiiness Sips are easy by locate by filening and sorting by commities name, dalivtime and even legistation numtsr.
L

Manage Your Witness Siips

= Update Sed Wingss Sips.
= Update identification indcrmation, iesSmony and even postions on Witness Sips you have fled.

Additional Functionality is Planned.

Account Information

pamets domesyt rat
o 0
Password &r‘ ké;;,!
e — [o——

(Passwords are FoqUInK 1o B4 & mmum of § charmcters in kingth )

Jordoed-fouda-¢ Strona Password

By chacking I BOx below you acknowledge that wou ane The indavicual filing oul mmmwbmmdwm
Mf“pwnmnmmmbmﬂhmummw - -

¥ 1Agresto the ILGA Terms of Agresment.

Thia st a maintained for e lllinais Ganaral Axsembly by the Lagislath infarmation Systam, 705 Stration Buliding, Springfaid, Minals 83706,

Email. wabmasies @ igagov



WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS. 2023-2024 lllinois VFW Commander’s Leadership Manual

lllinois 103rd General Assembly

Registration Success

General Assembly:

i Registration Success

ra Confirm Your Email Address '/ ]

A confirmation amasl has been sent Clck on the o amad 10 activata your MyILGA Account J

Once you click on the link in the email your account will be activated, and you will receive a notice that your
account has been verified and you will be asked to LogOn.

0 0 d oneral A = hH
= atio =
103rd GA. (2023-2026) = s "
Verification Success & |
o @ Teure b
| R roue 3 Plaasy click 100 f0Weg Ik 10 L0900« e |
i ‘ Senate 3
|

llinois 103rd General Assembly dimts T
Update Profile

General Assem

103rd G.A. (2023-2025) 8

27 Edit Profile

AN Home Profile Information for pamnila@comcast.net
| All fields are required unless noted as optional. .,_‘________._----'""-'———- o«
First Name Last Name
EirstName Last:Name
Address.
Address
city State Zip
i /] L8 s b 41
City Zip,Code
Phone Fax (Opticnal) &
Phone, - : :

Flrm/Business or Agency Representation

[ Veterans of Foreign Wars, e Selfiunless you are
e e e

Department,or,above

Title

Your/Title

R 4

« Croate

Once you’ve completed your profile, you will need to locate the bills that you wish to complete Witness Slips
for. The simplest way to do this is to use the link provided by the VFW lllinois Action Corps. Using this link
will take you to the bills that the VFW is asking you to support.
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DEPARTMENT of
ILLINOIS

WFW

The Department of llingis VFW would e all Tlinols supporters of Veterans to complete Witness siips before Thursday 27 Apail fior §
Eems- A witness slip takes 30 seconds to complete and lets Winois state Senators and Representatives know what we suppart and what
vt oppase.  Links to all bills downward here The 5 tems are:

If you do not have access to the website or an email that directs you to the bills, the following will help you
find any bills that are pending with the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee.

2 Weicome pamnila® comcastnet! [ Log Off |

llinois 103rd General Assembly &
Scheduled Senate Committee Hearings

General Assembly

‘:\ Scheduled SepgisCo

ee Hearings

Today || week || Monm || Previous

Date / Tine ¥ | Commities v

Public Health
B T & ) AZYEEN-TIOPU - 400 - Speingiekd, IL

/M-l-mw Ednaon 5 Changsd -

Capiol - 212 - Springheld, IL

42572023 - 1:30 PM

42572023 - 400 PM

4252023 - 400 PM

LS Capiol - 212 - Speingheid, IL
Insurance

AR08 SIOPM  apiol - 400 - Spinghei, IL
Financial Institutions.

4252023 - 530 PM it "

412672023 - 830 AM

AIZ6/2073 - B30 AM

42872023 - 11:00 AM

A126/2023 - 11:00 AM

A126/2023 - 1:30 PM

AI26/2023 - 1:30 PM

4262023 - 130 PM

Senate Special Committee on Criminal Law and Public Satety
Capitol - 40 - Speingheid, IL

Revenue

‘Capitol - 400 - Springfieid, IL.

Local Government

Capiol - 409 - Springheid, IL

4126/2023 - 3:00 PM

42672023 - 4:00 PM

AIZ6/20Z3 - 4:00 PM

Rer20z3 - 5 v
Sl Capiol - 212 - Speingheid, IL

. Transportation
bt o ! Capitol - 212 - Springheid, IL
. Appropriations - Health and Human Services * Changed * A4
‘Capol - 400 - Speingfied, IL o
Agriculture
A72TI2023 - 8:30 AM Capitol - 212 - Speingheid, IL /
‘Veterans Affairs. -
4272023 - 500 AM T T -~
42772023 - 9:30 AM i pr
aie Capaol - 400 - Speinghed, IL
_ Energy and Public Utiiities.
42772023 - 530 AM bt .
Human Rights.
472772023 - 9:30 AM i L
Early Childhood Education

ammaozs- oo M 8 e L

The fifth step will take you to the lists of bills that require your attention. From this page, you can view create
a new Witness Slip or view who has already completed a Witness Slip. Click on the Create Witness Slip
Icon.
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: enate Hearing Detz
saa-ua:.q.-u;n-zo;su & || Electronic witness slips can be submitted up to the end of the day of the committes's scheduled date.

& Senale Veterans Afiairs Hearing Details o

Scheduled Date : 4/27/2023 - 9:00 AM
Locatlon : 400 - Capiol - - Springfieid. IL
Paosting Date : 4720/2023 - 3:10 PM

Items Posted To Hearing

Ba# Sponsor Name ABR - Short Description

SRk Tom Bennest ATOMIC VETERANS DAY —_—

HE%Z5 Mike Porfinie MILITARY SERVICE-TECH a &+
HEZ500 Mg Leughean Cappel ANIMAL ADOPTION-FEE WAIVER A&
Heze5e Suzy Glowiak Hiton VITAL RECORDS-VETERAN DEATH &
HBX205 Jubie A. Mesrisen DFPR-MILITARY FEE WAIVER Bl

& [ » o Displaying iteems 1 - 506 5

If you have registered on the my.ilga.gov website, Section |, Identification will be completed for you. Com-
plete the remaining steps per the diagram below.
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-!- RECORD OF COMMITTEE WITNESS - ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Bill # Veterans' Affairs Committee Committee .
_E Date time
BILL OR RESOLUTION :
R RESOL Wegnesday, April 6, 2022 11:00 of hearing
Other (Subject Matter): Unavailable
|. IDENTIFICATION
[l All fields are required unless noted as optional.
Name
Your Name
Add
T Your Address
ci Stat z =
i Your Town =l 87" YourZip Code

Firm/Business

Organization & TOWN Example“VFW Mount Prospect” if N/A Self

Or Agency
i Miss Mr Ms Mrs
e Your Email
(A confirmation email will be sent if email address is provided.)
FRere ##H - REE - BEEE
Fax (Optional)
Il. REPRESENTATION

'] Tnis section is to be filled if the witness is appearing on behalf of a group, organization or other entity.

ted in this

Persons, groups firms ppearance:

p

SELF this is preferred unless you represent the department or above

| Select the testimony types that you will supply for the hearing. (Check all that apply)

Oral Written Statement Filed Click Ouord Of Appearance Only

protected by reCAPTCHA

Please Agree to the Terms Of Agreement
O Privacy - Terms

| Agree to the ILGA Terms of Agreement. \-. \ y

#Create(Slip)

Ill. POSITION
_| Select your position(s) on the legislative items. _/
eo Click
Description SCA1 Proponent Opponent No Position On Merits
Proponent unless we ask you to Oppose a bill
IV. TESTIMONY P e PP N

You will then receive a notice that you will be sent an email confirmation the a Witness Slip was created.
And you will be asked if you would like to Create another Winess Slip or select that | am Finished. Selecting
Create Another Witness Slip will return you to the list of bills where you would like to creat Witness Slips.
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/' Witness Slip Created! &

&Go
A-E Home & Aconfirmation email was sent to pamnila@comcast.net. ‘
! T 3 What would you like to do next? )
! _— = #Create Another Witness Slip 4| Am Finished
I ILGAGOV
@ tHer >
Q‘j MylLGA 3

The website does not remove the bill that you have already created a Witness Slip for. If you select View
Witness Slips, you will find that your Witness Slip is on the last page. Although you may filter Witness Slip
the default filing is my date and time created.

Continue with the process above until you have completed Witness Slips for all of the bills. If you have
registered on the site, each bill should only take a minute or so to complete

lllinois 103rd General Assembly e

Senate Hearing Details

General Assembly:
103rd G.A, (2023-2025) k || Electronic witness slips can be submitted up to the end of the day of the committee's scheduled date.

7 Home 4, Senale Veterans Affairs Hearing Details
) . ¥ Scheduled Date : 4/27/2023 - 9:00 AM
Location : 400 - Capitol - - Springfield, IL
Senate
! 2} Posting Date : 4/20/2023 - 3:10 PM
f:h Members
ﬁ Committees | Items Posted To Hearing
‘:\ Committee Hearings @ View Witness Slips <. Create Witness Slip
IF ILGAGOV Bill # Sponsor Name ABR - Short Description Witness Slips
SRE6 Tom Ben ATOMIC VETERANS DAY & =
@ Hev 3 om Bemnet S -
HB925 Mike Porfirio MILITARY SERVICE-TECH | 2 - +~
9 MylLGA
& | | ygson Meg Loughran Cappel ANIMAL ADOPTION-FEE WAIVER I
HB2856 Suzy Glowiak Hilton VITAL RECORDS-VETERAM DEATH ',' &
HB3295 Julie A. Morrison DFPR-MILITARY FEE WAIVER g
&/ =
A @ bW Displaying items 1 -5 of §




